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Highlight Conferences 

 
Trees for the Future - Diversity and complexity for resilience and carbon storage 

As a key part of actions to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2050, the UK Government set a 
target of up to 19% woodland cover. Key decisions therefore are required concerning how and 
where we expand tree cover. Modern forestry is generally based on monocultures largely 
because of timber production. However, future forests will play a key role in climate change 
mitigation. It is therefore crucial that appropriate informed decisions are made with regard to 
the structure, composition and planning of future forests, in order to provide sustainable 
solutions that are of benefit to society. Mixed forests with their higher biodiversity, are likely 
to be better than monocultures in regulating the water cycle and sequestering carbon. 
 
A main objective of this conference is to explore state-of-the-art scientific evidence showing 
that higher tree species diversity enables higher productivity and stability, with a lower 
susceptibility to biotic and abiotic stress, together with a portfolio of ecosystem services, as 
well as economic and management benefits. Invited speakers will address these issues from 
the perspective of science/industry/economics/politics interfaces. A key aim is to produce a 
policy document that will inform UK government strategy. In addition, we will produce other 
outputs such as a Special Issue of Food and Energy Security. 

28 - 29 October 2020 @ University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK. 
Call for Papers Deadline 31 May 2020 

For more information about the event please click here. 
 

We continue to plan for our conference activities in the second half of 2020 but they may be 
subject to postponement if COVID-19 restrictions continue. 

http://www.cvent.com/d/3nq3c5
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/20483694
http://www.cvent.com/d/3nq3c5


  
Important Conference Updates 

 
-Thinking Differently about Soil-Borne Disease Management 
5 November 2020 @ Deafblind UK Conference Centre, Peterborough, UK. 
Save the Date! Call for Papers information to follow shortly.. 
 
-Shaping the Future for Pollinators: Innovations in Farmed Landscapes 
11 - 13 November 2020 @ Copthorne Hotel, Slough-Windsor, Slough, UK.. 
Call for Papers Deadline EXTENDED until 31 May 2020 
 
-Advances in Biological Control & IPM 2020 
19 - 20 November 2020 @ Olde Barn Hotel, Marston, Lincs, UK. 
Save the Date! Call for Papers information to follow shortly.. 
 
-Closed Transfer Systems Workshop 
8 - 9 December 2020 @ Silsoe Spray Applications Unit, Silsoe, Bedfordshire, UK. 
Save the Date! Call for Papers information to follow shortly.. 
 
-Advances in Nematology 2020 
15 December 2020 @ Linnean Society, London, UK. 
Save the Date! Call for Papers information to follow shortly.. 
 
-Intercropping for Sustainability 
19 - 20 January 2021 @ Reading, UK. 
Call for Papers Deadline 1 June 2020 
 
-Advances in Legume Science and Practice 2 
@ Ecole Superiore d'Agriculture (ESA), Angers, France. 
Postponed until September 2021 

  
AAB Council - March 2020 

  
The AAB Council recently convened to discuss all matters AAB! The meeting took place on the 
25th of March 2020. Guy Barker, General Secretary, has provided an article to our newsletter 
highlighting AAB strategic issues including Conferences and AAB staff activities under the 
restriction of Covid-19. 

Please click here to view the article. 

http://www.cvent.com/d/khqc3m
http://www.cvent.com/d/0hqvvt
http://www.cvent.com/d/7hqp5f
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/b126059328a14eb2bc4a90aa631635ad.pdf


 
Post Conference Article - Advances in soil-borne disease etiology & control 

  

  
The AAB Applied Mycology & Bacteriology Group organised a one-day conference held at the 
University of Nottingham, UK on 24 October 2019. The meeting attended by 30 delegates 
from academic and commercial research sectors, and enjoyed by all! 

Rumiana Ray, the Group Convenor, has kindly produced an article for our newsletter to 
highlight the key topics covered in the meeting. 

Please click here to view the article. 

  
Article - Publications Officer 

  
Roy Kennedy, Publications Officer, has provided an article to our newsletter highlighting the 
recent Impact Factor, changes to the editorial board of our three scientific journals, Annals of 
Applied Biology, Food and Energy Security, and Plant Biotechnology Journals.  

Please click here to view the article. 

 
Book Review - Aspects of Applied Biology 142 

 
The book review for the Aspects of Applied Biology 142, potato cyst nematode management, 
is now available online. This is the fifth symposium in the series on PCN held at Harper Adams 
University, UK in September 2019. The review will appear in this year's hard copy of 
Nematology. 

Please click here to view the review. 

  
Upcoming Vacancy for AAB Council 

We are currently looking for AAB Members who might be interested in joining the AAB Council. 

https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/ec5e86a344ab4c3c987563cf1af3dda6.pdf
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/8f9e4ee86f95458fa02e59abb1fcbbc5.pdf
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/c09424af6a6d4c7f985a535e70b235ba.pdf


At the end of this year, we will be seeking to replace the Honorary Treasurer, Andy Page, who 
is stepping down in December 2020. 

For more information on how to apply or nominate someone (with their permission) for the 
above role, please click here. Our General Secretary is also more than happy to discuss this 
position, contact information can be found at the bottom of the attached report. 

Deadline for applications 31 May 2020 

  
AAB Journals: New Issues Now AVAILABLE 

  
Click on the links below to view the latest issues of two of our scientific journals. Remember 
that you will need an annual subscription to view our Annals of Applied Biology content so 
please contact Hussein in the AAB Office if you are interested!. 
  

  
 

 Annals of Applied Biology 
Vol. 176 Iss. 3 

May 2020 

 
Plant Biotechnology Journal 

Vol. 18 Iss. 5 
May 2020 

 

https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/b8b1489ce9a044d6ad31380641d51a8c.pdf
mailto:hussein@aab.org.uk?subject=Subscription%20to%20the%20Annals%20of%20Applied%20Biology
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17447348/2020/176/3
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677652/2020/18/5


  
Royal Society of Biology Newsletter 

 
As many of our readers will be aware, we distribute the Royal Society of Biology Newsletter 
by uploading a link to our website. This newsletter is a great place to find current 
developments in the world of Biological Sciences, but also a wide range of content from 
various other disciplines.  

Please click here to view the latest issue. 

  
Non-AAB Events 

 
Biopesticide Summit & Awards 

23-24 March 2021 @ NEC, Birmingham, UK 

The Biopesticide Summit and Awards 2020, the world’s leading event in the Biocontrol 
Industry planned to be held on May 19-20th 2020, has been postponed to March 23-24th 
2021 due to the developments concerning Coronavirus. The 2nd Biopesticide Summit and 
Award Ceremony will proudly bring together scientists, researchers, key industry 
stakeholders, global and government organisations, investors, all policy makers and 
integrated pest management practitioners for you. 

We will discuss the challenges faced in the industry, and opportunities in the Biopesticide 
sector, there will also be insights from end-use markets giving updates on product 
performance in different sectors. The exciting Awards Ceremony will proudly acknowledge 
innovative work and best practice in the biocontrol sector and industry. For more 
information, please visit the event website here.  

  
The AAB NewsHub 

 
A dedicated section for generic news content which we believe will be of significant interest 
to our members and their peers, for every single newsletter that we release. These articles 
may range from blogs, or discussion topics right the way through to some professionally 
published content. 

https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/262bf67aafb54fffaf7a0f89634b63af.pdf
https://biopesticidesummit.com/
https://biopesticidesummit.com/


 We will continue to scout around for the latest news but as always, we are more than happy 
to receive additional content from our readers... If you come across an article or a newspaper 
column which you think would be of interest to our members please feel free to send it in 
by clicking this link. 
  

• New controls to protect UK trees and plants against damaging threats (John Innes Centre) 

• No time to waste to avoid future food shortages (ARC Centre of Excellence for Translational 

Photosynthesis) 

• Plants control microbiome diversity inside leaves to promote health (Michigan State University) 

• Scientists identify hormone produced in nitrogen-starved leaves that stimulates roots to take up 

nitrogen from soil (Nagoya University) 

• Rice genetically engineered to resist heat waves can also produce up to 20% more 

grain (ScienceMag) 

• Picking up threads of cotton genomics (Joint Genome Institute) 

• ‘Exciting’ anti-cancer compound discovered in the humble willow (Rothamsted Research) 

• Precipitation Will Be Essential for Plants to Counteract Global Warming (Columbia Uni) 

• A more plant-based diet without stomach troubles: getting rid of FODMAPs with enzymes (VTT 

research) 

• Coronavirus measures could cause global food shortage, UN warns (The Guardian) 

• Nature crisis: 'Insect apocalypse' more complicated than thought (BBC) 

• A trial using nature to help reduce flood risk hailed a success (Gov.UK) 

mailto:hussein@aab.org.uk?subject=materials%20for%20AAB%20newsletter
https://www.jic.ac.uk/press-release/new-controls-to-protect-uk-trees-and-plants-against-damaging-threats/
http://photosynthesis.org.au/no-time-to-waste-to-avoid-future-food-shortages/
https://bit.ly/3aGleLS
http://en.nagoya-u.ac.jp/research/activities/news/2020/04/scientists-identify-hormone-produced-in-nitrogen-starved-leaves-that-stimulates-roots-to-take-up-nit.html
http://en.nagoya-u.ac.jp/research/activities/news/2020/04/scientists-identify-hormone-produced-in-nitrogen-starved-leaves-that-stimulates-roots-to-take-up-nit.html
https://bit.ly/2KByczz
https://bit.ly/2KByczz
https://jgi.doe.gov/picking-up-threads-of-cotton-genomics/
https://www.rothamsted.ac.uk/news/%E2%80%98exciting%E2%80%99-anti-cancer-compound-discovered-humble-willow
https://engineering.columbia.edu/press-releases/gentine-precipitation-gloabl-warming
https://bit.ly/2RYlxeg
https://bit.ly/2S06u3I
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-52399373
https://bit.ly/350MOly


• Scientists find bug that feasts on toxic plastic (The Guardian) 

• Climate change: Warming clips the nightingale's wings (BBC) 

• How sewage could reveal true scale of coronavirus outbreak (Nature) 

 
Would you like to contribute to our next eNewsletter? 

We welcome contributions to any of our newsletters so please feel free to contact the AAB Office if you have anything 
that you would like to share! 

 
Contact  

Hussein Gherli  
02476 999 485  

Email (hussein@aab.org.uk) 

 
 
 

OUR FULL CONFERENCE CALENDAR IS 
AVAILABLE HERE 

 
Please feel free to contact the AAB Office for more information; 

Email: john@aab.org.uk 
Tel: 02476 999 485 

 
AAB Office  

Warwick Enterprise Park 
Wellesbourne 

Warwick 
CV35 9EF 

 
Registered Charity Number: 275655 

 

https://bit.ly/3bAPWXR
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-52111309
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00973-x
mailto:hussein@aab.org.uk?subject=Materials%20for%20the%20AAB%20Newsletter
http://www.aab.org.uk/conferences
http://www.aab.org.uk/conferences
mailto:john@aab.org.uk?subject=AAB%20Conference%20Enquiry

