
 

  

March 2020 
 

We hope that you are all well and safe! 
  

Highlight Conferences 

 
Shaping the Future for Pollinators: Innovations in Farmed Landscapes 

The Association of Applied Biologists (AAB) has teamed up with the Royal Entomological 
Society to deliver a 3-day conference “Shaping the Future for Pollinators: Innovations in 
Farmed Landscapes”. Pollinators play a vital role in maintaining both semi-natural and 
agricultural ecosystems and healthy populations bolster food security, livelihoods and social 
wellbeing. With evidence that many species of pollinators are in decline, their conservation 
and management is of great public, economic and political interest. As a result, the ecology 
and conservation of managed and wild pollinators is a rapidly growing field of research, 
alongside the study of their associated ecosystem services. 

This conference aims to determine how we can shape farmed landscapes to make them resilient 
to future challenges such as climate change. Delegates will explore the impact of agricultural 
practices at the farm and landscape scale on pollinator behaviour, ecology and the delivery of 
ecosystem services. Talks and discussions not only to share current best practices on the 
sustainable management of pollination services, but explore how novel innovations can create 
new opportunities and address future risks. This conference aims to bring together researchers, 
practitioners and policymakers to debate recent advancements in the field of pollinator 
research; and also to go beyond ecological research to explore emerging technologies within 
the field. 

Based just 15 minutes from both London and the historic city of Windsor, delegates will be 
able to deepen their understanding of the topics, expand their networks, and enjoy the nearby 
attractions on the approach to Christmas. A public ‘Myth Busting’ event will held locally to 
raise awareness and increase public understanding of pollinators and pollination services. 

 

http://www.cvent.com/d/khqc3m


11 - 13 November 2020 @ Copthorne Hotel, Slough-Windsor, Slough, UK. 
Call for Papers Deadline 31 March 2020 

For more information about the event please click here. 
 

We continue to plan for our conference activities in the second half of 2020 but they may be 
subject to postponement if COVID-19 restrictions continue. 

  
Important Conference Updates 

 
-Advances in Legume Science and Practice 2 
@ Ecole Superiore d'Agriculture (ESA), Angers, France. 
Postponed until September 2021 
 
-Trees for the Future - Diversity and complexity for resilience and carbon storage 
28 - 29 October 2020 @ University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK. 
Call for Papers Deadline 31 May 2020 
 
-Advances in Biological Control & IPM 2020 
19 - 20 November 2020 @ Olde Barn Hotel, Marston, Lincs, UK. 
Save the Date! Call for Papers information to follow shortly.. 
 
-Advances in Nematology 2020 
15 December 2020 @ Linnean Society, London, UK. 
Save the Date! Call for Papers information to follow shortly.. 
 
-Intercropping for Sustainability 
19 - 20 January 2021 @ Reading, UK. 
Call for Papers Deadline 1 June 2020 
 

  
Article - Impact of COVID-19 on GHG emissions and lifestyles 

  
Rob Carlton, AAB Programme Secretary and member of the the Cropping and The 
Environment Specialist Group, has kindly produced an article for our newsletter to 
highlight some early thoughts on Impact of COVID-19 on GHG emissions and lifestyles.  

Please click here to view the article. 
 

 

http://www.cvent.com/d/khqc3m
http://www.cvent.com/d/7hqp5f
http://www.cvent.com/d/3nq3c5
http://www.cvent.com/d/0hqvvt
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/d3f76fa5412b4aba8e985c4622ea0f85.pdf


 
Article - Challenges Facing Global Food and Energy Security 

  
  
Christine Foyer, Editor-In-Chief of the Food and Energy Security journal has kindly produced 
an article for our newsletter to highlight challenges facing mankind in achieving food and 
energy security. 

Please click here to view the article. 
  

  
Post Conference Article - IAPA 2020 

  
The International Advances in Pesticide Application (IAPA) 2020 was organised by the AAB 
Pesticide Application Specialist Group and took place at the Mercure Brighton Seafront Hotel, 
UK in January 2020. This successful meeting was attended by more than 90 delegates and 
enjoyed by all. 

Tom Robinson, the Group Convenor, has kindly produced an article for our newsletter to 
highlight the key topics covered in the meeting. 

Please click here to view the article. 

 
Rank Prize Nutrition Fund New Lecturer Award 2020 

 
This annual research grant is offered in the areas of human nutrition, animal nutrition (as 
distinct from animal husbandry), and crop science to help postdoctoral scientists establish their 
careers as independent investigators. It is available to newly appointed lecturers, researchers 
or fellows with their own independent support who are within the first two years of their 
appointment, typically 3-9 years from their PhD, although allowances will be made for career 
breaks. Applicants must be working in a UK institution. 
Up to £25,000 is available to fund the direct costs of research. The grant cannot be used to fund 
indirect or overhead costs, or to fund the salary of the award-holder. 

Eligibility criteria & guidance on how to apply are available here 
The deadline for submitting applications is midnight on 24 August 2020 

https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/6cc4e27c792846e0ad5c094c686c2d1f.pdf
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/b220b4ae83bc43b286f89b5cc0dd2bb7.pdf
http://www.rankprize.org/index.php/schemes/new-lecturer-awards


  
AAB Journals: New Issues Now AVAILABLE 

  
Click on the link below to view the latest issue of our Plant Biotechnology Journal. PBJ is an 
open access journal, publishes high-impact original research and incisive reviews with an 
emphasis on molecular plant sciences and their applications through plant biotechnology. 
  

 

 
Plant Biotechnology Journal 

Vol. 18 Iss. 4 
April 2020 

 

  
Royal Society of Biology Newsletter 

 
As many of our readers will be aware, we distribute the Royal Society of Biology Newsletter 
by uploading a link to our website. This newsletter is a great place to find current developments 
in the world of Biological Sciences, but also a wide range of content from various other 
disciplines.  

Please click here to view the latest issue. 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677652/2020/18/4
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/3bbafc77a3574c2dbbecb08a5a3fb7b5.pdf


  
Non-AAB Events 

 
Whilst we are advertising these conferences, we cannot guarantee that, under the current 
circumstances, they will take place. We urge those interested to take care not to book travel or 
accommodation until they have confirmation that the event is definitely going ahead. 

Biopesticides Europe 2020 Conference 
27-28 May 2020 @ Brussels, Belgium 

  
There The Global and European biopesticides market has been growing steadily in recent 
years. With increasing restrictions regarding traditional biocontrol tools and a growing demand 
for sustainable agricultural practices, biopesticides are expected to keep growing and become 
an essential biocontrol tool for farmers all over Europe. Nonetheless, regulations and 
registration continue to pose a significant challenge for their commercialisation. This two day 
event will bring together key industry stakeholders, researchers and representatives from 
regulatory bodies to discuss current challenges and future opportunities within the industry. 

  
14th International Conference on Plant Pathogenic Bacteria 

7-12 June 2020 @ Assisi, Italy 

This year has been declared as the International Year of Plant Health (IYPH) by the United 
Nations General Assembly, which have invited the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) and the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) to promote 
the IYPH (www.fao.org/plant-health-2020). The main objective of the IYPH is to raise global 
awareness on how protecting plant health can help to end hunger, reduce poverty, protect the 
environment and boost economic development. The mission of the 14th ICPPB is to promote 
and disseminate the latest scientific advances in all aspects of phytobacteriology and encourage 
dialogue and collaboration between researchers. 

  
The AAB NewsHub 

 
A dedicated section for generic news content which we believe will be of significant interest 
to our members and their peers, for every single newsletter that we release. These articles may 
range from blogs, or discussion topics right the way through to some professionally published 
content.  
We will continue to scout around for the latest news but as always, we are more than happy to 
receive additional content from our readers... If you come across an article or a newspaper 
column which you think would be of interest to our members please feel free to send it in 
by clicking this link. 
  

https://www.asdevents.com/event.asp?id=21911&gclid=Cj0KCQjwu6fzBRC6ARIsAJUwa2SroRcTGRjS6u4o4aHsq5Qp2BGPgijlhvk4tmZ5j3aSp1p1LR5GT2EaAjFQEALw_wcB
http://www.icppb2020.com/
mailto:hussein@aab.org.uk?subject=materials%20for%20AAB%20newsletter


• How three genes rule plant symbioses (John Innes Centre) 

• New viable CRISPR-Cas12b system for plant genome engineering (University of Maryland) 

• CRISPR genome editing strategy could improve rice, other crops (UC Davis) 

• Safeguarding chloroplasts from sunburn (LMU Munich) 

• How plants sound the alarm about danger (Salk Institute) 

• Huge knowledge gap over health of soil (BBC News) 

• Under Extreme Heat and Drought, Trees Hardly Benefit from an Increased CO2 Level (Karlsruhe 

Institute of Technology) 

• Plants and animals aren't so different when it comes to climate (University of Arizona) 

• Global rescue plan for nature 'overlooks genetic diversity' (BBC News) 

• CRISPR treatment inserted directly into the body for first time (Nature) 

• Coronavirus: 14 simple tips for better online teaching (The Conversation) 

• Hundreds of scientists have peer-reviewed for predatory journals (Nature) 

Would you like to contribute to our next eNewsletter? 
We welcome contributions to any of our newsletters so please feel free to contact the AAB Office if you have anything 

that you would like to share! 
 

Contact  
Hussein Gherli  
02476 999 485  

Email (hussein@aab.org.uk) 

 

OUR FULL CONFERENCE CALENDAR IS 
AVAILABLE HERE 

 
Please feel free to contact the AAB Office for more information; 

Email: john@aab.org.uk 
Tel: 02476 999 485 

 
AAB Office  

Warwick Enterprise Park 
Wellesbourne 

Warwick 
CV35 9EF 

Registered Charity Number: 275655 
 

https://www.jic.ac.uk/press-release/how-three-genes-rule-plant-symbioses/
https://bit.ly/3bwOZ2s
https://bit.ly/2JikG3n
https://www.en.uni-muenchen.de/news/newsarchiv/2020/kleine_safe.html
https://www.salk.edu/news-release/how-plants-sound-the-alarm-about-danger/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-51861539
https://bit.ly/2vSCq2a
https://uanews.arizona.edu/story/plants-and-animals-arent-so-different-when-it-comes-climate
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-51754772
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00655-8
https://bit.ly/2xswy08
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00709-x
mailto:hussein@aab.org.uk?subject=Materials%20for%20the%20AAB%20Newsletter
http://www.aab.org.uk/conferences
http://www.aab.org.uk/conferences
mailto:john@aab.org.uk?subject=AAB%20Conference%20Enquiry

